After-school and out-of-school time programs are common across the United States and are seen as providing safe and nurturing environments for children, youth, and teens. The History of Afterschool in America documentary succinctly lays out the evolution of after-school and out-of-school time programming. The 60-minute documentary is framed in 12 chapters with narrative from historians, key advocates and leaders, practitioners, and teens. An accompanying learning guide provides discussion questions, key words and phrases, and additional resources. It is a must watch for after-school professionals, youth-serving organizations, and collaborators.
Description
The influx of immigrants from 1880 to 1915 gave rise to a huge adult and child labor force.
During this Industrial Era and Great Immigration, movement of people from rural to urban areas was marked by the desire for and availability of cheap labor. Children were working in abusive environments and were severely underpaid. Throughout the Progressive Era (1890-1920) child labor, immigrant needs, and compulsory education issues were addressed. Historian
Gordon Alexandre engagingly maps out the societal changes that led to settlement houses and other non-profits' efforts to support the needs of immigrant families and the gap between a safe school day and after-school hours. The playground movement began during this time with funding from municipal governments in nine urban areas. These playgrounds provided a safe space to play and had some adult supervision. However, they were limited and did not solve underlying issues of safe housing and environments and equity in access to education and social well-being.
Between the 1930s and 1960s, municipalities and non-profit organizations responded to the need for the overall protection of children, creating safe places for socialization, addressing nutrition and hunger issues and childcare for women in the workforce. Robert Granger, former president of the William T. Grant Foundation, states that during this time "after-school is responding to needs of society, not driving their own agenda."
It was not until the 1980s that the after-school field shifted thinking from filling the gap between school and after-school hours to defining quality after-school programming and looking at the field as worthy of professional development standards. The community school concept (Newman, Fox, Flynn, & Christenson, 2000) . Contributing to the changes was the work of Dr. Jackie Eccles, which better defined the qualities of developmentally appropriate settings and characteristics for young people to achieve (Eccles & Gootman, 2002 funding also came resources for summer programming to reduce academic loss over the summer break. There was a realization that social and emotional learning were critical factors to ensure healthy childhood development. By the mid-2000s the after-school field accepted that learning happens across a number of contexts and that the practitioner's role was to ensure that academic and well-being success skills are obtainable and equitable for all children from low-and moderate-income families.
Considerations for Use
The producers provide an excellent learning guide with timing and chapters noted (Piha, Daraio, & Cruz, 2019) . The guide breaks the documentary into three sections, each with discussion questions, keywords and phrases, and links to additional resources. It also includes a historical timeline and biographies of research interviewees. 
How to Obtain
The History of Afterschool in America, learning guide, and media kit may be downloaded at How Kids Learn (http://www.howkidslearn.org/) or by requesting a DVD.
